Traffic and Road Safety Issues
· Distracted driving defined by NHTSA as “ any non-driving activity a person engages in that has the potential to distract them from the primary task of driving and increases the risk of accident.
· Three types of distraction

· Visual- taking your eyes off the road

· Mechanical- taking your hands off the wheel.

· Cognative- taking your mind off of what you’re doing.

· 2009-- 16% of fatal crashes ( 5,474 people) and 20%  of injury crashes (448,000) involved distractive driving.
· 2009 Pew Research Center survey reported 

· 47% of adults read/use text messages while behind the wheel.

· 34% of teens 16-17 yrs text while driving.

· 50% of adults 18-33 yrs read /use texting while driving

· 50% of adults 34-45  yrs read/use texting while driving.

· 29% of adults 46-64 yrs read/use texting while driving.

· Primary Enforcement Seat Belt Laws

-2009  Out of 23,382 fatalities who were passengers, 53% were not restrained.

- 2008 Out of 310,000 fatalities who were passengers, 57% were not restrained.
- Lap/shoulder safety belts when utilized correctly reduces risk of  injury:


Fatal injuries frontseat occupants by 45%


Moderate-to-critical injury by 50%


Fatal injuries of light truck occupants by 60%.


Moderate-to-critical injury by 65%.
· Seat belts prevent passengers from being ejected.

· 2008 77%  of ejected occupants were killed.

· 2008 Out all occupants using seat belts only 1% were ejected. For those not restrained, 30% were ejected.
· Drivers who were not compliant with seat belt laws exhibited high –risk behaviors.

· Primary enforcement seat belt laws have proven to reinforce seat belt use.

It has been reported that when adults are compliant to seat belt use, 87% of children are also.  When adults are not compliant to seat belt use only 50% of children are.  

Adults are our role models for children and social behavior…children will not justify their noncompliance if the adults that they hold as their models are compliant with respect to seat belts and the use of electronic devices while driving.
NYS ENA encourages your support for these legislative issues.

